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Study Overview
Plan for current and future water needs.

ÅAssess water supplies and demands 
up to the year 2050.

ÅIdentify potential shortages.

ÅIdentify how the county can use 
water more efficiently in the years 
ahead.

ÅEngage residents to better 
understand needs and concerns.

ÅComplete a study seeking to 
balance demands with supplies.



Tasks & Deliverables
ÅLand Use and Socioeconomic Scenario Development

ÅGroundwater Analysis

ÅReview of Water Conscious Landscaping Standards

ÅAssessment of Water Conservation Plans on Future Water 
Demand

ÅDemand and Supply Analysis

ÅWater Reuse Analysis

ÅRecommendations for Regulatory Modifications

ÅPlan Update and Implementation

ÅWater Supply Study



Outreach and Engagement

ÅAdvisory Committee Meetings  

ÅProject Announcement Flyer

ÅProject Web Page

ÅMetroQuest(Community Interactive Online Engagement) 

ÅTwo Public Meetings

ÅNotifications and Updates Via Social Media and Other 
Outlets



The Big Picture
How Much Water is There?
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700-mile box

3% is fresh water, but >80% 
of that is in ice caps

<1% of fresh water is in 
lakes, rivers

Remainder is groundwater
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80% population on Front Range

80% water on West Slope



Growing Water Demands
2020 2050

Colorado 5.8 M 7.5 M

ArapahoeCounty 655,000 900,000 - 960,000



Drought-proof but 
Diminishing

- Prone to Drought

-Transmountain Diversions 

- Approx. 50% from West Slope

Arapahoe County Water Supplies

Denver Basin 
Groundwater

Surface 
Waters



Denver Basin - Wells


